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17,000 homes are built on high-risk flood
plains every year
By David Derbyshire
Last updated at 11:29 PM on 29th May 2008
At least 17,000 homes every year are being built on 'high-risk' flood plains, the Government admitted yesterday.
Despite growing concerns about flash floods and overflowing rivers, around one in ten flats and houses was erected in an
area of high flood risk in 2006.
The insurance industry said that as a result of 'poor planning decisions' homes were becoming uninsurable and it called
on local councils to stop flood-plain development.

Danger: 17,000 homes are built on 'high risk' flood plains each year

The figures, released by the Department of Communities and Local Government, show that the proportion of homes built
in high flood-risk areas has risen over the past two decades.

In 1989, just over eight per cent of new homes were at risk. In 2006, it was closer to ten per cent.
Government advisers have warned about the increased risk of flooding in England.
Last year's devastating floods killed up to 14 people and cost at least £3billion.
Insurance companies said hundreds of thousands of homes built in high-risk areas may not qualify for insurance.
Nick Starling, the Association of British Insurers' Director of General Insurance and Health, said: 'Poor planning decisions
will lead to more homes becoming unsaleable, uninsurable and uninhabitable.'
Liberal Democrat housing spokesman Lembit Öpik said too many homes were being built in areas at risk. 'The
Government is clearly failing to take flooding seriously,' he added.
The Government says it has introduced tougher rules to stop unsuitable developments while town hall planners have to
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consult with the Environment Agency.
A spokesman for the Local Government Association said many towns and even much of London were built on flood plains
but dwellings must be 'more resilient and designed appropriately'.
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