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Rotten Borough
The Antidote to Local Authority Web Sites.
"Elections are decided by the votes of the uneducated many for the corrupt few."
George Bernard Shaw.
I tried to be a local councillor in the town of Berkhamsted, in the county of Hertfordshire
in the south east of England. I hoped to represent the interests of the people who elected
me; instead I became an insignificant part of a bloated system designed to serve the
personal interests of its employees and their cronies, especially the rich men who run big
companies. Satisfactory local services are not being delivered. People who complain are
usually lied to.
The government tries to pretend that there is not much wrong with the system.
Meanwhile, local taxes go up by more than the rate of inflation every year. I expect this
extortion will continue until civil disobedience persuades those complacent politicians to
do something about it. Disobedience might as well start here.
Please sign the petition against Masonic corruption in the legal system
http://web.archive.org/web/20071109060140/http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/Masonfreelaw/
and pass on the link to others to do the same.
Introduction - My reasons for setting up this web site.
Subversive Sites - An article by Jad Adams.
 How to silence complainants - Advice to councils from the Local Government
Ombudsman.



This web site is dedicated to victims of the establishment. I will publish their stories as
they send them to me.


Information Sought - Tell me about local government in your area.

Victims' Stories
Responsibility for opinions expressed in articles published in this section and for the
accuracy of any statements in them rests entirely with the individual contributor.
Tony Ashton - East Devon.
A Management Systems Specialist sends the Local Government Ombudsman evidence of
eleven irregularities committed by East Devon District Council when processing an
application for planning consent. The LGO rules that only one of these constitutes
"Maladministration".


Rachel Battersby - Fylde, Lancashire.
Fylde Borough Council and property development.




Martin Brighton - Sheffield, South Yorkshire.
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Sheffield City Council encourages local volunteers to set up neighbourhood forums in
order to obtain funding from the European Union. Council placemen then oust the
volunteers and allow the council to misappropriate the funds.
Diane Charlton - Ilkeston, Derbyshire.
Rayden Engineering fences off land it does not own without planning permission. The
company fells trees, destroys a legally-protected bat habitat and lays uneven hardstanding
which causes neighbouring properties to flood after heavy rain. Erewash Borough
Council fails to enforce the law. Derbyshire Police arrest a neighbour on suspicion of
causing damage to Rayden Engineering's property.


Mel Clements - Bedford, Bedfordshire.
Agrevo's hazardous waste (Organophosphates) causes a truck driver severe health
problems. The medical establishment will not help. Then he gets in touch with other
victims.


Sami El-Kalyoubi - Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire.
A British Citizen, born in Egypt, lets a flat to a tenant who damages the property and
racially abuses his landlord. Dacorum Borough Council prosecutes the landlord for
illegal eviction.


Theresa Ezekpo - Camden, London.
A single mother is harassed by her neighbours. Camden Council refuses to help her. The
Local Government Ombudsman finds in favour of the council.
 The Real State of Camden Council by Theresa Ezekpo.


Eddie Fewings - Blackpool, Lancashire.
A self-employed trader suffers a succession of crimes but finds that his local police force
rarely helps him.
 Letter from Eddie Fewings to Hazel Blears M.P., Minister of State for Crime
Reduction, Policing and Community Safety.


A Fireman's Wife - Royston, Hertfordshire.
Hertfordshire County Council's reorganisation of its Fire and Rescue Service smacks of
incompetence and worse. The "Public consultation" is a sham. False information is
disseminated. Uncertainty is caused unnecessarily to firefighters and their families.


Graeme Hicks - Redruth, Cornwall.
Cornwall County Council appears to put the interests of property developers constructing
new housing estates before the interests of taxpayers. When an independent councillor
investigates, the officers cover up.


Ron Hollyer - Birdhaven, Surrey.
Waverley Borough Council allows a builder to connect to a private sewer without
permission from the owners. The Local Government Ombudsman rules in favour of the
council.


John Kear - Petersfield, Hampshire.
An employee of Neural Technologies complains to his employer and is summarily
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dismissed. The Southampton Employment Tribunal finds against him, and he is been
unable to obtain redress through the courts ... so far.
Guy Leven-Torres.
The left-wing education establishment obstructs a professional archaeologist's work.
Read his excellent new book, "A Question of Balance".
WARNING - this material is not suitable for devotees of Political Correctness ...















Chapter 1 - Overview of Modern Britain.
Chapter 2 - Education.
Chapter 3 - History.
Chapter 4 - Morality.
Chapter 5 - Sexuality and Gender.
Chapter 6 - Ah, Religion at Last!
Chapter 7 - The Environment.
Chapter 8 - The Politics.
Chapter 9 - Islam.
Chapter 10 - St. Crispin's Day.
Chapter 11 - Law.
Chapter 12 - Assimilation.

Philip Male
A Local Conciliation Officer described this as the worst case of solicitor negligence and
misconduct he had ever seen. What made the case more severe was the number of
solicitors involved and how some of those solicitors had covered up serious misconduct
by others.


Tony Martin - Durham.
A shoemaker uses his shop window to display information about corruption and
incompetence at his local council, which tries to force him out of business. Cobblers to
the council!


John McKenna - Kentish Town, London.
A resident is harassed by his neighbours. Camden Council, the Police, the Local
Government Ombudsman, a succession of solicitors and the Law Society all let him
down.
 Open letter from John McKenna to Tony Redmond, Local Government Ombudsman.


Clive Mowforth - Dursley, Gloucestershire.
Stinchcombe Hill Golf Club obstructs the Cotswold Way. A walker who uses this public
bridleway is repeatedly abused by golfers. Gloucestershire County Council and the
Police refuse to intervene.


Corrine O'Keeffe - Didsbury, Manchester.
Manchester City Council repeatedly harasses one of its tenants. The Local Government
Ombudsman supports the council. The victim does not obtain justice through the courts.


A Parent - Blackpool, Lancashire.
A 61-year-old man repeatedly abducts a 12-year-old boy, gives him alcohol, cigarettes
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and money and takes him to a nightclub. The man is sentenced to only six months in
prison.
Gary Powell - Hounslow, London.
Hounslow Borough Council refuses to re-house members of a family living in
overcrowded conditions. When he Department of Social Security muddles their Housing
Benefit paperwork, the council threatens to evict them. The Local Government
Ombudsman supports the council, until the complainant's persistence brings concessions.


Carol Riley - Greenwich, London.
A solicitors' error causes a house to be reposessed. The legal establishment covers up.
The "Assistant Borough Solicitor" is found to have been "Struck off" and imprisoned ten
years previously.


Derek Ryder - Plymouth, Devon.
Twenty years of harassment by the Masons.


"Creature S." - Camden, London.
Camden Council Social Services harass a mother and her children while they are
mourning the death of her father.
 Letter to Parliament from "Creature S."


Joanne Shaw - Walsall, West Midlands.
The responsible authorities fail to act on complaints about the treatment of an eight-yearold boy in the care of Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council. The council then takes the
complainant to court in pursuit of Council Tax arrears which she does not owe.


Valerie Smith - Walsall, West Midlands.
Staff at Walsall Council's Print and Design Unit do little work, waste taxpayers' money
and print supplies, fail to recycle and smoke and drink on duty. Drugs and stolen property
are offered for sale on the premises. A staff member who complains is victimised and
then sacked.


Mary Stewart - Camden, London.
A tenant sub-lets his flat illegally to anti-social people. A neighbour who complains to
Camden Council is attacked by means of electronic transmissions. Camden Council and
the Local Government Ombudsman protect the offenders.


Hubert Taylor - Birmingham.
The Honorary Regional Secretary of the National Federation of Self Employed and Small
Businesses Limited uncovers irregularities within the company and is forced from his
post.


Imogen Taylor - Derby.
Derby City Council refuses an application to become a foster carer. Read the applicant's
open letter to the Chief Executive.


John Waller - Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire.
Residents have been seeking basic improvements to their road for seven years without
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success. In the meantime, their Council Tax has almost doubled.
Margaret Walton - Farncombe, Surrey.
Waverley Council repeatedly fails to repair a tenant's home.


Peter Webb - Thame, Oxfordshire.
A Forestry Officer employed by South Oxfordshire District Council wrongly accuses the
owner of a listed building of breaching Town Planning regulations. A Planning Officer
working for the same local authority is careless in writing a report on a proposed car port.
The council will not admit that the officers made mistakes. The Planning Inspectorate
and the Local Government Ombudsman refuse to intervene and cut off communication.
As a result, the owner is forced to build something which is out of keeping with his
property.


Christine Williams - Camden, London.
A pub's noisy extractor fan keeps a resident awake at night. Camden Council refuses to
intervene. The Local Government Ombudsman finds in favour of the council. The
ombudsman's recommendations are not even passed on to the victim.


Readers' Letters
A CCTV Operator writes from Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire.
 A serving Police Officer writes from Cornwall.
 John Illingworth, webmaster to the Kirkstall Valley Campaign, writes from Leeds,
Yorkshire.
 Graeme Hicks, Cornwall County Councillor, writes from Redruth.


Links



Local Links - Find out what the establishment is doing to your area.
Other Links - Other web sites which may interest readers.

Personal Experience
Location Map - The Towns and Boroughs/Districts of Hertfordshire.
 Central Berkhamsted - a street plan.
 Dacorum - A Rotten Borough Council.
 Dacorum Borough Council - Verse and worse.
 Town Planning and Dacorum Borough Council.
 The Kingsgate Scandal - The story of Berkhamsted's Waitrose store.
 Arsenic and Old Buildings - A poisonous excuse for demolition.
 The Loss of Netherfield House - How Grantham Mews got its name.
 Signs of Unfairness - Selective enforcement of planning law.
 Building in the Green Belt - It's all about money.
 Trees should be conserved, not Smedleyed.
 The Canal Fields Chainsaw Massacre - and Dacorum Borough Council's attitude to
complaints.
 Foul, Ref! - Dacorum Borough Council doesn't give safety a sporting chance.
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Letter to the Daily Telegraph published on 7th. January 2004.
 Noise Annoys - but Dacorum Borough Council fails to stop it.
 Street Name Plates - Dacorum Borough Council cocks a leg.
 Park Street is a Dark Street - Councils fail to do routine maintenance.
 Not-so-Candid Cameras - The Berkhamsted Town Centre CCTV Scheme.
 Berkhamsted Collegiate School - "Me first, because I'm rich".
 Hertfordshire County Council - "The system is impenetrable".
 The Berkhamsted Bypass Demonstration Project - Hertfordshire County Council gives
us the hump.
 Network Rail covers up criminal damage - Hertfordshire Police cop out.
 The European Parliament - the reality is even worse than the caricature.


Falling Masonry
Extracts from the Hertfordshire Masonic Yearbook of 1999/2000.






Front cover
Iceni Lodge No. 5975 - The Cloisters, Letchworth.
Barham Lodge No. 6004 - Masonic Hall, Radlett.
Old Manor Lodge No. 8339 - Ashwell House, St.Albans.
Friendship Lodge No. 8357 - Ashwell House, St.Albans.

Kingswood Lodge - an article reprinted with permission from Hertfordshire on
Sunday.


Membership Lists













Berkhampstead Chapter of Royal Arch Masons No. 504 - The Gables Hall, Linslade.
Berkhampstead Lodge No. 504 - The Gables Hall, Linslade.
Berkhamsted Rose Croix Chapter No. 532 - Halsey Masonic Hall, Watford.
Berkhampstead Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 1172 - Ashwell House, St. Albans.
King Henry VIII Lodge No. 1757 - Ashwell House, St. Albans.
Kingswood Lodge No. 2278 - Ashbourne Room, County Hall, Hertford.
Royston Lodge No. 4304 - The Masonic Hall, Royston.
Old Berkhamstedian Lodge No. 4903 - Berkhamsted Collegiate School.
Tring Lodge No. 5001 - The Gables Hall, Linslade.
Priory Chapter of Royal Arch Masons No. 5152 - Ashwell House, St. Albans.
Hemelhemstede Lodge No. 7923 - Ashwell House, St. Albans.
Dacorum Lodge No. 8631 - Ashwell House, St. Albans.

More lodge membership lists will follow.


Lists of Masonic Lodge officers, county by county.

Mason Illustration



Edward Tuck and Keith Emmerson
Michael Jones and Peter Fotheringham
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To be continued ...
This web site is protected under Article 10 of the European Convention for the Protection
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.



What the papers say - Quotable quotes.
Information Sought - Tell me about local government in your area.

Copyright © 2004 - Ian Johnston
All Rights Reserved
E-mail ijjohnston@totalise.co.uk
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Rayden Engineering floods its neighbours
Erewash Borough Council fails to enforce the law
The only way to relate this farcical story of democracy and accountability in local
government, a story which seriously erodes even the most basic of Human Rights is to
start at the beginning of an abridged form of an extremely lengthy saga of immorality,
self-interest and negligence at the expense of many tax paying families who are so
seriously affected.
We live in a high risk Flood Zone 3 which has gradually been eroded to such a degree by
heavy industrial expansion that we were left with a tiny parcel of undeveloped floodplain
land directly adjacent to the rear of 15 terraced homes and gardens.
Not only did this small parcel of land afford us valuable flood protection, it also created a
visual barrier between residential and complete heavy industrial encroachment through a
number of mature trees on the land.
A small fraction of the land had previously been fly-tipped on and, although Erewash
Borough Council publicly pledges on its website to make such offenders accountable,
and despite being in full possession of the perpetrator's name and address, it was unable
to remedy the situation as it was on private land and "did not constitute a health hazard".
This fly tipping contained soiled matresses, used nappies, asbestos and hypodermic
needles.
The whole stinking eyesore was left to rot down and colonise until suddenly 5 years and
four months later Erewash Borough Council suddenly and unexpectedly declared this
colonised mound to "be a health hazard" and "in the interests of residential amenity"
cleared this debris into a huge mound ready for removal.
All the residents saw an opportunity to improve this area by voluntarily clearing the
remaining overgrowth with the intention of additional tree planting for the benefit of all
the home owners, and we all worked on a voluntary basis at our own cost to do this. I
recall at this stage that Erewash Borough Council was also heavily promoting 'Pride in
the Community' through 'Greening our Communities' and a load of spiel over how
valuable community efforts were towards improving the environment.
We staked out and clearly marked the original boundaries of this land which appeared to
be unregistered and without a traceable owner - so far so good!
The following day when all the residents were conveniently at work and at exactly the
same time as Erewash Borough Council was after five years finally taking the debris
away "in the interests of residential amenity", our industrial neighbour, Rayden
Engineering, totally ignoring the residents obvious efforts was busy erecting a massive
steel palisade fence around the entire site - the fencing contractors had been booked for
weeks!
We opened our garden gate and all we could (and still can) see is bars as this fencing is
barely feet from the boundaries of our properties.
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And this was just the beginning - so much worse was yet to come!
My first contact with Erewash Borough Council Enforcement, Mr Matthew Hall, did not
go down well as he kept insisting that the steel palisade prision was perfectly legal and
did not require planning permission and furthermore a developer could take any land
which took his fancy but not in his actual ownership and there was not a lot the council
could do about it.
Oh really? I had to point an officer of the council to his employer's own website which
clearly stated that security fencing of this height required planning permission which it
clearly did not have (after I had insisted he backtrack through 5 years of planning
permissions on his easily accessible data base to double check as he had tried to insist it
probably had an old planning consent, in which case we hadn't been notified anyway).
Very reluctantly and if he found the time he would come out to look at the offending
eyesore.
In the meantime the first of several police visits began, actually starting on the very first
day the illegal fencing had been erected - accusing us of criminal damage to the fencing
and threatening arrest if it was harmed in any way.
Erewash Borough Council's Enforcement solution to the fencing? Why - paint it green as
it would make it invisible and none of the residents would notice it.
We knew by this stage that Rayden Engineering would destroy the now entombed trees
as it was his intention to expand his heavy industry from 21 metres away to barely 3
metres away. He is not a considerate neighbour at 21 metres away and as he has never
had to apply for any planning permissions there are no terms and conditions to his
operations. From the early hours until late seven days a week is a constant deafening
noise of grinding, shot blasting, pressure testing to such a degree normal conversation in
our own gardens is impossible. To add to this we are constantly shrouded and coated
with carbon, dust and red oxide particles. Now this engineering yard actually resembles
an abandoned scrap yard of gigantic proportions, where employees frequently clamber
the metal structures and clearly invade the privacy of our gardens and homes at 21 - not 3
metres away.
When I wrote to EBC Enforcement informing Mr Hall of Rayden Engineerings
intentions I was hopeful that positive action would be taken to prevent the trees'
destruction. After all, among many other species the trees was also a frequent bat habitat,
supposedly protected by law. According to Local Authority guidelines they had a
statutory duty and an obligation to ensure that any developer where bats were present had
a full and independent ecological survey carried out.
Was any action taken? What do you think?
Barely two months after the steel palisade prision was erected, Rayden Engineering
totally anniliated every tree, leaf and branch of this mature copse of trees. Total oblivion!
Rayden Engineering then lied to the council by trying to blame McAlpine who had just
moved into the area to construct a new bypass, saying they cleared the trees to park their
plant on the land. As my husband is a civil engineer we knew that this was a load of
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cobblers, but McAlpine conducted a lengthy investgation into the matter which proved it
was Rayden Engineering who had been lying to conceal its own culpability.
By this time the police visits had intensified, house to house inquiries, we had tried to
shoot Richard Hayden of Rayden Engineering several times, several allegations of
criminal damage, the police were regular visitors to our home on such a constant basis
that the neighbours curtains had given up twitching long since! We had even sat one
night and found ourselves surrounded by the Rapid Response Firearms Unit, who quickly
established that it had been impossible to fire any shots from the angle of our property
whatsoever and the voluntary offer of a search of our property for firearms was declined.
As I have mentioned, this land was a high risk Flood Zone 3 porous floodplain and as the
dying trees were scooped up an uneven hard core hard standing with no drainage was laid
in the place of porous floodplain.
After months of painstaking slog and being real nuisances with Erewash Borough
Council, Rayden Engineering was forced to apply for retrospective planning permission.
At last we finally got a say in "the democratic process" in matters so seriously affecting
our living conditions in our own homes.
Finally after yet more slog EBC planners turned the retrospective planning application
down with the recommendation that Enforcement Action be taken to remove the palisade
prision back to its original position and the land be reinstated as flood plain.
A cause for celebration? I think not!! For although the development did not comply with
Building Regulations, the Environment Agency positively objected to it as it was such a
high risk flood zone, Rayden Engineering themselves admitted in their own flood risk
assessment that the development would store and redivert flood water - sneeringly
dismissing this to be "a minor issue", EBC Enforcement had an entirely different agenda
to EBC senior planners.
After yet more pestering the enforcement section to comply with their own senior
planners recommendations, Mr Hall of Enforcement then wrote to inform us that the
fencing would simply be taken down to its legally required height and the hard standing
was to remain as "it was an environmental improvement" and "the Environment Agency
raised no objections".
Oh Really?
So after the Environment Agency was contacted, they in turn contacted EBC
Enforcement who by return of post had a sudden change of heart and the hard standing
was to be removed after all.
After months of waiting in vain for this miraculous enforcement to proceed, I eventually
lodged an official complaint over enforcements obvious inertia. Of course the complaint
was glossed over as I had to realise "enforcement action was taken according to
seriousness and the number of people affected by the planning breach".
By this stage I had sent the borough council five letters accompanied by photographic
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evidence of the water logged mess the hard standing became after only a nominal amount
of rainfall.
Of course the letters were all ignored, we had visited our MP several times, our borough
council ward councillors weren't interested as one of the three stooges just happened to
be a close neighbour and drinking buddy of Richard Hayden, the boss of Rayden
Engineering, whilst the other has connections with Derbyshire Constabulary, who had
also (if at all possible) stepped up their visits to our home.
At this stage we had tried everywhere and everyone we could think of and no one was
interested in listening or helping us at all. Then out of the blue the police came down at
midnight with a transit and cell and an escorting police car, dragged my husband out of
bed, handcuffed and transported him miles away (complete with escort) strip searched,
DNA tested, finger printed and photographed him before interviewing him at midnight
when he had been awake for a total of 20 hours!
The heinous crime to warrant this treatment usually reserved for the Charles Mansons of
society? Rayden Engineering had discovered a broken pipe among the scrap yard they
call an engineering premises a whole 46 days earlier. As by this time we had started
logging all the visits and complaints against us, I made an official complaint to the police
over police harassment which was subsequently "investigated". A distinct pattern had
emerged - we scored a hard won legal victory against Rayden Engineering and lo and
behold the police would visit us with an allegation.
In the meantime still no enforcement action had been served and then the rains came.
And we watched with dismal sinking hearts as the waterlogged puddles on the uneven
hard core with no drainage now higher than our garden and homes began to fill up with
run-off from Rayden Engineering's first higher extension of land also taken through
adverse possession. And the water could not drain away through the land's now nonexistent porosity or follow its natural diversion away from our homes as all the natural
drainage had been radically altered - precisely what I had spent months telling Erewash
Borough Council would happen.
Although the River Erewash was on flood alert, it never actually breached its banks at the
lowest point associated with flooding and all the properties on the opposite side of the
street the closest to the river never flooded at all - we did!
All 15 homes backing onto the unauthorised development, which EBC Enforcement had
deemed to be a lower priority than other enforcement actions across the borough, flooded
from the rear. The deep flood water remained trapped in our homes for over 14 hours as
it had nowhere to go, it was completely trapped as its normal escape route had not only
been radically altered by had also been dammed up by Rayden Engineering.
As we all stood in bewilderment in the early hours of that morning surveying all our
ruined possessions, Rayden Engineering went swishing down the street at speed laughing
and pointing at all the residents, including our 87 year old neighbour who stood on his
doorstep in tears at the devastation. Perhaps one small glimmer was the fact that in his
obvious merriment and glee at our ruined homes he failed to notice the borough council
engineer who also witnessed his obvious delight.
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Enforcement? They suddenly served enforcement notices 7 days after we flooded.
A happy ending at last? I think not! The enforcement notices were suspended as of
course Rayden Engineering suddenly appealed against the refusal of planning
permission. And would you believe that it suddenly transpired that they had cited me as
the legal owner of the land all along. As I contacted the Secretary of State to accuse
Rayden Engineering of submitting fraudulent documents to support an appeal that, as a
trespasser without the legal land owner's permission, he would not have any right to
appeal, it so turned out that he relied upon ordinary post for his last possible minute
appeal and it was received out of time.
So with planning permission refused, an appeal refused - would the enforcement actions
now become active again? I think not!! The borough council's excuse was that they
thought Rayden Engineering was the actual owner of the land, despite several letters we
had written to the council stating he was in fact a trespasser, and that the enforcement
notices were not valid.
As I and my neighbours sit in our homes that are still stripped down to bare bricks and
concrete still waiting for major flood damage repairs, some of us without any form of
heating, others without even basic household appliances, Erewash Borough Council is
now in negotiations with Rayden Engineering over the illegal hard standing with no
drainage that was directly responsible for over £300 000 worth of property damage. It
cannot discuss these negotiations between the council and the developer with us as
presumably it does not affect us!
And as I sit and wait for the luxury of carpets and wallpaper in my home once again,
secure in the knowledge that its all rather a waste of time as only one day's heavy rain as
we head into winter could undo months of rebuilding work whilst the hard standing with
no drainage in a high risk Flood Zone 3 remains, the police have reopened the case of
national importance over the alledged broken pipe on Rayden Engineering's land.
We are still waiting for someone to assess our damage caused solely through negligence
and it appears to me that none of the 15 homes and families affected have any rights at
all. I thought it was our human right to protect our homes? I thought it was our human
right for peaceful enjoyment of our possessions. I mistakenly thought it was our human
right to be able to come home to the sanctuary of our own shelters without having to live
like we have done, and will continue to do so for months.
I suppose if we had money and obviously influential connections, and indeed there has
been many times when it appears that Rayden Engineering is not only running the
council single handedly but also the police force, something would have been done for us
long since.
If we all withdrew our council taxes tomorrow then Erewash Borough Council would
acknowledge our existence immediately, yet in all other circumstances including
materially affecting our most basic human rights - we are simply non-existent.
I will never understand why one developer, an underhand one at that who has lied and
decieved even officers of the council, one who has fraudulently submitted official
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documents, continues to receive such perferential treatment at the expense and to the
detriment of so many others.
Diane Charlton. Ilkeston Junction, Ilkeston, Derbyshire.
All documents, letters etc are available, everything I state is the undeniable and provable
truth.
Return to contents list.
Copyright © 2007 - Diane Charlton.
All Rights Reserved
E-mail dicharlton@lineone.net
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